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creditor, with the njalicious intention of embar-
rassing his successor. The present King wishes
for order, and he has reason so to do ; but it is
an Augean stable, and I see no Hercules; at least,
among those by whom he intends to be served.

Count Finckenstein has written in very warm
terms to the King, to inform him that the provo-
cations of Count Hertzberg are so frequent that
they are become insupportable; and that his
great age and his last illness made him sincerely
desirous of retreat. The King returned a very
mild answer, very obliging, and what may be
called apologetic; in which he earnestly requested
him to remain in office, and promised that the
cause of his complaints should cease. He pro-
mised, perhaps, more than he can perform. Men
of the most opposite tempers served together
under Frederick II., and this is one of the
characteristic traits of his reign. But it is no
small presumption to imitate his manner; it
cannot be expected that such imitation should
succeed; for, in spite of the servility of the
country, liberties are taken that were not per-
mitted under the late King, of whom thepretation  is  certainly
